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Greetings Benfield Families, 
 

With Coronavirus becoming pandemic and people in Maryland diagnosed with the 

virus, our school system has put restrictions in place and canceled events to keep our 

children as safe as possible.  These restrictions will be hard and cause our children to 

miss out on planned opportunities that truly showcase their talents and provide 

enrichment to their school experience.  As difficult as this time period is, the health 

and wellness of our children, their families, and our staff is the most important.  
 

Effective today, the following activities and events will be canceled:  

• Field Trips - except those associated with the AACPS Environmental Education 

Program, have been canceled.  This includes field trips taking place in and outside 

of Maryland.  At this time our fourth graders will still attend Arlington Echo and 

our kindergarten will go to Downs Park.  However, all other field trips have been 

canceled, those in state and out of state.     

• Assemblies with outside guest speakers/performers - This includes all in-house 

assemblies and events.   

• Clubs/Scouts – all clubs lead by non-Benfield staff will be canceled.  Individual 

club leaders will contact parents.  In addition, culminating events for clubs will be 

canceled.   

• PTA – all PTA sponsored activities will be canceled.  This includes meetings and 

the upcoming Apple of my Eye Dance, movie night, and Bingo. 

• Musical – all practices and performances are canceled. 

• Instrumental/Choral Concert will occur during the school day, but we will not 

be able to allow non-Benfield participants (parents, family members, etc.)  

• Parent /Community Volunteers – we are putting a pause on this until after next 

week. Any event or activity requiring parent or community volunteer will not 

occur until further direction.   

 

At the writing of this newsletter, I am awaiting clarification on picture day and Anne 

Arundel County Recreation and Parks events.   Once I know more, I will update you 

via Connect Ed email.   

 

The best way you can keep current is to download the AACP app and refer to 

information pertaining to Coronavirus.  The information can also be found here: 

AACPS/Coronavirus 

 

Finally, we appreciate your patience with us as we navigate through uncharted waters! 

I am committed to provide you with the most current information but may miss 

something.  Situations like these can bring about much uncertainty and false 

information being shared.   Please do not ever hesitate to reach out to me if you have 

any questions.  In addition, the AACPS web page is an excellent place for accurate 

information. 

      

Sincerely,  Sue Myers Principal 

 

 

Looking Ahead 

March 

18th         Science ISEC project due 

20th         School Spirit Day – PJ Day 

24th         Two-hour Earl Dismissal, Unity Day, Wear   

               Orange 

25th, 26th, 30th, 31st    MISA Testing, 5th Grade 

 

April  

1st            Kindergarten Registration begins 

7th            Two-Hour Early Dismissal 

8th            Two-Hour Early Dismissal 

9th-13th     Spring Break, no school, office closed 

20th           National Volunteer Appreciation Week 

22nd          Administrative Professional’s Day 

23rd          Report Cards go home 

24th          Human Relations Meeting 

28th          Primary Elections, school closed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Anne Arundel County Public School System does not 
discriminate on the basis of race, color, sex, age, national origin, 
religion, disability, sexual orientation or familial status in matters 
affecting employment or in providing access to programs.  
Questions regarding nondiscrimination should be directed to 
Jessica Cutches, Specialist in Human Relations, Anne Arundel 
County Public Schools, 2644 Riva Road, Annapolis, MD  21401; 
telephone (410) 222-5318; TDD (410) 222-5500. 

Lost and Found – please 
encourage your child to 
visit to check the lost and 
found box near the office.  
Any unclaimed items will 
be donated on April 1st.  

https://www.aacps.org/Page/4022
https://www.aacps.org/coronavirus


Counselor’s Corner 
Mrs. Wrye, M.Ed., NCC                     March 2020 

Benfield Bucketfilling Bulldogs! 

     The following students were nominated by their teachers to be the “Bucketfillers of the 
Month” and therefore earned a spot at the Bulldog Lunch with Mrs. Myers to celebrate their 
achievement. Keep up the good work everyone! 

Kindergarten- Eloise M., Natalie M., Madi D., Arya W., Porter C., Tyson S., 
Eleanor R., Hannah F., Maeve H., Alexis S., Scarlett B., and Paolo M.  

First Grade– Chris A., Faith J., Ben K., David B., Eowyn S., Weston R.,    
Lenagh M., Charlie C., and Avery A. 

Second Grade– Jackson C., Logan D., Gunnir L., Zoe L., Emily K., Grace C., 
Danny G., Aidan O., and Nam W.  

Third Grade– Tillie C., Naomi B., Lorelei V., Ella A., Wyatt D., Charlotte M., 
Isabelle W., Christina R., and Kate W. 

Fourth Grade- Caleb N., Jacob V., Olivia S., Emily S., Max G., Elizabeth V., 
Tommy W., Logan D., and Jude G.  

Fifth Grade– Colby E., Charlotte H., Hayes H., Nick T., Melissa A., Ally C., 
Isaac F., David G., and Caroline G.     

Guidance Topics This 
Month: 

Kindergarten- Internet 
Safety, Feelings 

First Grade- Internet Safety, 
Decision-making  

Second Grade- Internet 
Safety, Decision-making  

Third Grade- Internet 
Safety, Careers 

Fourth Grade- Internet 
Safety, Careers 

Fifth Grade- Course 
Selection, Careers #1 

                Pitch Those Pennies–  

        Help Support Our Spare Change Drive 
During the month of April, the Human Relations Committee will be sponsoring a 

spare change drive that benefits The Services of the Heart Backpack Buddies 

Program. We are asking students to bring in any extra change or money they can 

donate to this worthy cause. This program helps provide weekly meals to children 

at risk of experiencing a food shortage over weekends and holiday breaks. Every 

$150 collected provides a weekly food backpack for a child for one semester and 

every $300 collected covers an entire year! Last year we raised $339.15. Help us 

reach our new goal of $350 this year! 

      We will be collecting from April 1–April 30.  
  

 



 

  



AACPS Digital Resource Information for Families   

  Student Passwords 

 

Passwords will be a part of your child's life to keep their online information 
safe! This is an important life skill that children should begin working on as 
early as possible. In AACPS students in 4th grade and above will change their 
passwords every 180 days. We highly recommend you work with your child 
to help them create a secure password that they can remember and a plan 
for how to change it each time. 

Important things to keep in mind about AACPS passwords: they must be at 
least 8 characters, capital letters, numbers and special characters are 
allowed, but not required, and a previous password cannot be reused for 4 
years. 

 Password Self Service 
 

 

Students in AACPS now have the ability to reset their own passwords by 
registering for Password Self-Service.  

The registration process takes 5-10 minutes. Students will be asked to 
choose security questions and to add their answers to these questions. We 
recommend you work with your child  to select the best questions, and 
choose answers that are accurate, spelled correctly and that they will 
remember. Need more information about Password Self-Service? Check out 
our Password Reset Page for Families. 

Google Chrome Browser 

 

You may not give a lot of thought to the web browser that is used at home, 
but in AACPS Google Chrome is the “instructional browser” that teachers 
have students use when working on the Internet in the classroom. Most of 
our instructional websites function best in Chrome; some require it! 

If you do not have the Chrome browser installed on your child’s computer, 
click here to download Chrome for Mac or PC. 

To install on an iPad it can be accessed in the App Store.  

Android devices will come with Chrome. 

Signing into Chrome 

 

To maximize the student’s experience in Chrome and ensure that they can 
access the same tools their classroom teachers have them use, we 
recommend they sign into Chrome. 

Follow these directions to have your child sign into Chrome to gain access to 
their bookmarks and extensions.  

Have more than one child in AACPS? Do your children share a computer at 
home? Perhaps they even share the computer with you! Watch this 4 
minute video to find out how all Google users in your household can be 
signed into Chrome simultaneously and you can just toggle between the 
accounts so everyone has access to only their own online resources. 

  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TyPelu3T0bphXXgDOm8Kq4iYFKTUNrWrCIIMq7f63Qw/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.google.com/chrome/
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/google-chrome/id535886823
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1nKR-ej-jXavVoCJ9S7X8mPtzofynYoNLOd6AqFeP-Qo
https://youtu.be/9Qsj-iVKGxA


ClassLink at home 

 

When logged onto computers and Chromebooks in AACPS, students have an 
online homepage called Classlink. The Classlink dashboard contains the links 
to the websites and online textbooks that students use frequently in class so 
they don’t have to waste instructional time conducting searches or typing in 
web addresses. Classlink is also a “single sign on service” that allows 
students to get into their AACPS online accounts without having to 
remember multiple logins or to waste time repeatedly typing  in usernames 
and passwords. 

Follow these directions for how your child can access their ClassLink from 
home. 

Online Textbooks 

 

Links to access the online textbooks that students use in various classes are 
all available from the ClassLink homepage. If students follow the directions 
above to use Chrome, sign into Chrome, and access ClassLink, they can click 
and enter into any of their online textbooks from the Classlink page. 

This includes McGraw Hill, StemScopes and TCi among others. 

Microsoft OneDrive & Office 365 

 

All AACPS staff and students have a Microsoft OneDrive & Office 365 
account. Your child’s login to this account is studentid#@aacps.org, and the 
same password they use to logon to AACPS computers. This account includes 
a cloud drive with 1 Terabyte of storage for digital folders and files. It also 
includes a suite of productivity tools that include Microsoft Word, 
PowerPoint, OneNote and Excel online. 

Along with the online tools, families in AACPS can install Microsoft Office Pro 
Plus on up to 5 computers to have access to Office at home. Follow these 
directions to install. 

 

All AACPS staff and students have a Google for Education account. Your 
child’s login to this account is studentid#@aacps.org, and the same 
password they use to logon to AACPS computers. This account includes a 
cloud drive of unlimited storage for digital folders and files. It also includes a 
suite of productivity tools that include Google Docs, Slides, Drawings and 
more. Please note: students DO NOT have Gmail accounts or any email with 
AACPS. 

Our Google for Education accounts also include access to Google Classroom. 
If your child’s teacher has assigned digital homework, they can access it 
through Google Classroom, and/or their Google Drive account. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Z7nFy4yQjmSmJAhCUgFChkMwACHO6WIbq5OZ8t33uCA/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:studentid@aacps.org
https://www.aacps.org/office365
https://www.aacps.org/office365
mailto:studentid@aacps.org
https://classroom.google.com/h
https://drive.google.com/


Google Classroom 

 

Google Classroom is a paperless, digital class platform for teachers to share 
resources, announcements, assignments and assessments with students. 
Students can access, complete, and turn in their assignments and 
assessments. Teachers can grade, share feedback and return those 
assignments and student scores, without a piece of paper every changing 
hands. As our teachers work to reduce paper use, Google Classroom is 
gaining popularity. It is quite likely that at least one of your child’s teachers is 
sharing resources through Google Classroom. 

For more information about Google Classroom, check out the What is 
Google Classroom file created for families. 

 

Most AACPS schools have available to families a What’s Happening page on 
Blackboard for sharing important information (syllabi, field trip permission 
forms, calendar of events, etc).  If your child’s school uses this resource, they 
will send home information with specific login instructions for their site. For 
ongoing questions about a school’s What’s Happening page, please check 
your school’s website, or call the school. 

Doing Research? 

 

AACPS has a subscription to a variety of professional online databases that 
students can use in class and at home to conduct research for class 
assignments. Using these resources will alleviate the frustrations that 
students and their parents can experience when endless Internet searches 
fail to yield helpful or useful results. 

The School’s Media Specialist can share the login for the databases that 
students would need to use when accessing these resources from outside of 
school. 

OR 

Students can access all of their school’s databases if they sign into  
MackinVIA. Go to https://www.mackinvia.com/ and login with their Student 
ID number and the last 4 digits of their Student ID as their password. 

Digital Citizenship 

 

Concerned with how your child is using the Internet? AACPS has some great 
Internet safety and digital citizenship tools for students and families. 

 

Elementary school students 

 

Middle school students 

 

High school students 

What’s 
Happening 
at … school 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KBcx9nXa-_RwhrtooP9GiCk8KjvHeDM8haiKy_1FxjE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KBcx9nXa-_RwhrtooP9GiCk8KjvHeDM8haiKy_1FxjE/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.mackinvia.com/
http://media.aacps.org/portal/digcit/elem/indexdc.htm
https://sites.google.com/a/aacps.org/digital-citzenship/
http://media.aacps.org/portal/digcit/HS/highschool.htm


Online subscriptions 

 

Looking for quality instructional platforms your child can access online from 
home? These applications are accessible through Classlink: 

Discovery Education - AACPS has a subscription to DE where students can 
access videos, audio files, images and articles that can all be incorporated 
into other projects. 

Google Earth - Google Earth is free and online! Students can travel the world 
by simply typing in where they would like to go. Students can search for 
street addresses, landmarks, countries, continents, oceans and more. 

The Math Learning Center- The Math Learning Center has free digital math 
manipulatives including geoboards, number frames, pattern shapes and 
more.  

Scratch and code.org - students learn to code in online platforms, beginning 
with block coding and advancing into text-based coding.  

Typing Club - Elementary students in AACPS have access to Typing Club to 
help them learn to type faster, more efficiently, and with more accuracy. 

WeVideo - AACPS has a district license for the online video recording and 
editing platform. Students can record video or audio files, add narration and 
still images and perform advanced video editing to make a polished final 
project. 

Wixie - elementary and middle school students in AACPS have accounts for 
Wixie. Wixie is an online whiteboard program where students can write, 
type, paint pictures and tell stories. They can even record audio narration for 
their slides.  

Software to download 

 

Want to maximize access to school platforms from home? AACPS has district 
licences for the following software programs that allow students and staff to 
install and use from home: 

SMART Notebook - Notebook is a whiteboard program that allows users to 
make interactive presentations. If installed at home, staff and students can 
open, edit and create Notebook files. Please note: AACPS is currently using 
version19. To ensure full compatibility between home and school, we 
recommend installing the same version at home. 

Microsoft Office Pro Plus - families in AACPS can install Office Pro Plus on up 
to 5 computers to have access to Office at home.  

 

 

 

https://aacps.discoveryeducation.com/
https://www.google.com/earth/
https://www.mathlearningcenter.org/resources/apps
https://scratch.mit.edu/
https://code.org/
https://anne-arundel-county-public-schools.typingclub.com/
https://www.wevideo.com/hub
https://aacps.wixie.com/
https://education.smarttech.com/products/notebook/download#admin
https://www.aacps.org/office365

